14/12/2016

Dear Distinguished Participants of Deaflympics Family,
As the Minister of Youth and Sports of Turkish Republic, I would like to present my
warmest greetings to all of you.
First of all, I would like to remark that our preparations for the 23 rd Summer
Deaflympics that we will host in 2017 continue with a great enthusiasm and devotion.
Considering the international sports events that we have hosted so far, it is quite obvious
that today Turkey is a highly-experienced country to host multinational and multi-disciplinary
international sports events and also accomplished each of them successfully, and its success
rate increases every passing year. I would also like to point out that, in the same year, we, as
the Republic of Turkey, will host the 2017 European Youth Olympic Winter Festival in
Erzurum in February, as well as the 23rd Summer Deaflympics to be held in Samsun.
The fact that you still have some concerns about the security makes us disappointed
while we are working intensively on the preparations to make one of the best Deaflympics
organizations ever. Especially during the World Deaf Championships held in Turkey in July
2016, the ICSD members and participants didn't experience any security issue, and the
organization was accomplished successfully.
As is known, in past years, there have been terrorist attacks in different cities in Europe
such as London, Madrid, Paris, Brussels and Nice. But this did not effect sporting events being
organised. Samsun has never seen any terrorist attacks and is safe and maybe safer than many
European cities which have suffered from such painful incidents.
Despite all of these positive references, we, as Turkey, will make an optimum-level
security planning around the city, at the sports venues and residential areas. The Organizing
Committee pays attention to all the details from your arrival (İstanbul and Ankara airports) to
departure, and works intensively for the preparations of the Deaflympics.
We are looking forward to welcoming you to catch the Deaflympics spirit in Samsun,
Turkey.
Respectfully,

Akif Çağatay KILIÇ
Minister of Youth and Sports

